Instructions for Completing Application for a License to Carry Firearms
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You may apply online at: https://www.CumberlandCountyPA.gov/. Once on the Cumberland County homepage, go to the Sheriff’s Office page, then choose Firearms Division, or you may access the online application link directly at: https://cumberlandpa.permitium.com/ccw/start.
You will need to upload photos of your driver’s license and any other applicable documents. The fee for applying online is $25.00 ($20.00 for the application fee, $4.00 for the Permitium use fee, and $1.00 for the credit card convenience fee). Once you have applied online, your application will be processed, and your criminal history background check will be submitted to PICS. Assuming your application is approved, you will receive a follow-up email informing you that your application has been approved. Thereafter, you will need to come into the Sheriff's Office’s Firearms Division Office to have your photograph taken and your signature captured, and then your License to Carry Firearms will be printed and issued to you. Applying online may provide more convenience for individuals who do not wish to wait in the courthouse while their background check is being performed by PICS.

IF COMPLETING A PAPER APPLICATION PLEASE PRINT/TYPE CLEARLY IN BLACK OR BLUE INK

1. Applicant must be at least 21 years of age and reside in Cumberland County, PA.
2. All questions and blocks must be answered, except for Questions #8 and #29 regarding Social Security Number and references, respectively. Both Questions #8 and #29 are optional.
3. Completed application along with the license fee of $20.00 must be returned in-person to the Cumberland County Sheriff’s Office. You may pay by cash, check, money order, or credit card (a convenience fee will be applied to credit cards). At the time of application, you will be required to present your current driver’s license which reflects your current address (or your current driver’s license with a state-issued change of address card, if applicable), or a state-issued I.D. card. A photo will be taken at the time of application.
4. After a complete criminal history background check has been made and your application has been approved, your license will be issued while you wait. Assuming approval, this process can take anywhere from 5 to 45 minutes, or longer, depending upon the volume of applications the Pennsylvania State Police Instant Check System (PICS) is processing at the time you are applying. When you receive your license, please carry it with you at all times while you are in possession of a firearm. This license is valid for a period of five (5) years in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Please note, (1) licenses may not be mailed, and (2) if you are renewing your existing license, your new expiration date will be effective from the date you are issued your new license, i.e., if your original expiration date is May 27, 2023, and you renew on March 09, 2023, your new expiration date will be March 09, 2028. We cannot extend the expiration date to match your original expiration date.
Block Instructions:
The following specific block instructions correspond to the License to Carry Firearms applicable sections and/or blocks 
BLOCK (6): State of Driver’s License
BLOCK (7a): Enter your date of birth in an eight-digit format (month/day/year, e.g., 12/07/1965)
BLOCK (7b): Enter the state or country where you were born
BLOCK (11): Enter your race, options are:  A-Asian, B-Black, I-American Indian, U-Unknown, W-White
BLOCK (12): Enter your three-digit height in feet and inches, i.e., 5’ 11”=511; 6’1” = 601.
BLOCK (13): Enter your weight in three-digit pounds, i.e., 098, 185.
BLOCK (14): Enter your hair color, choices are: Bald, Black, Blonde, Brown, Grey, Red, Sandy, White.
BLOCK (15): Enter your eye color, choices are: Black, Blue, Brown, Green, Grey, Hazel, Maroon, Pink.
BLOCK (16): Enter the street address of your residence. If your address is an R.D. or P.O. Box, an actual street name must be provided.
BLOCK (20): Enter either your home phone number or your cellphone number.
BLOCK (28): Check the appropriate box(es) to indicate the reason for obtaining a License to Carry Firearms.
BLOCK (29): Optional. Enter the full names, mailing addresses, and telephone numbers for two references who are not family members.
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